Thatcher, Blair and all that jazz !

Eighteen years followed by ten years of pro-capitalism is stating the obvious for some readers but maybe we need to explain. Yes, Thatcher and Blair represent the politics of their respective governments, parties (at the time), personalities but which was more significant ?

I believe the policies reflect all three of the above. I would suggest capitalism possibly moved into a new era/epoch – the Individualisation phase. I am sure some academic has probably written about this stuff, and on a much grander scale, but I don't favour that overly sophisticated method. So this is a rant/ramble through the anecdotal, half-cocked theories and cerebral thoughts of a middle-ageing, white, male, heterosexual, British  - not many equal opportunity points there then. Did I mention one in four of British citizens experience mental health problems at any given time – yes,  25% ?! Does this mean Thatcher, Blair and the rest of them were delusional during their time as Prime Minister or even their lackeys, sorry their ministers ?

So  to the individualisation phase, you have possibly realised we are treated as individual consumers – specific adverts, promotions targeted at women, men, black people, children, etc. This experiential element is common but what about the psychological (mental) element. If A + B = C (A is individualisation, B is citizens and C is subservient subjects). In other words we are encouraged to believe we are citizens with a stake in society.  At one and the same time we experience all manner of marketing to get us to part with money (plastic) which leaves some of us (25%) feeling like we can do nothing but agree and do as we are told. Unfortunately, some of us have experienced, and favour, a different feeling.

This feeling includes:

 * believing we have freedom of movement, speech, etc.,

  * something to contribute from our past such as experience, learning from mistakes, etc.,

  * not all that glitters is gold

  * sarcasm, cynicism, the ability to criticise without being personal

  *  having humility – knowing when we are wrong

  * wanting a better democracy with real debate, dialogue

  * liking time to think before we act

But all of this is deemed not worthy to a greater or lesser degree because there is only one answer to all questions.

YES I AGREE AND WILL DO IT (to be spoken like a robot).

Alternatively you could consider NO and boy, get ready for the backlash. If you haven't been part of the 25% get ready to experience it. You can escape, but only to another part of the YES really, buy selling your soul to the devil – credit !

Sorry did I say credit I meant DEBT !!! You said yes to debt – who in their right mind would say yes to negative equity, endowment mortgages, loans, etc. Remember 25% of us experience mental health problems at any given time.

There are other social ills that could be escapism – alcohol, drugs, sex, music, the internet, etc. Not even the pleasures of life come without YES/NO choices, potential debt and mental health problems.

