
A TROJAN HORSE,  ELEPHANTS IN THE ROOM
 AND 
A HUNG PARLIAMENT .


In the period of the recent election in the UK there were huge problems to which politicians and the media - of all shades of bourgeois opinion - failed to draw serious or sustained attention.  The first set of largely ignored problems was the Trojan Horse of banking institutions inside of which lurk the raiders of International Finance Capital. This gang of pillagers, who by their bloated speculation, caused the recent financial crisis were recently bailed out by politicians using tax-payers money.  Parked up inside and outside the tax walls of every country, this group of usurpers emerge in the early hours of the ‘financial markets’ in order to hold the consumer, tax-payer and the politicians to ransom. They do this by buying up commodity futures, speculating on currencies, granting or withholding loans etc. A section of them even downgrade the credit rating of entire governments and peoples. This relatively small group, unelected and frequently undetected, caused the massive financial and economic collapse of last year. They remain impervious to control and have been left free to pay themselves astronomical salaries and bonuses and at the same time threaten the welfare of entire nations. The second set of huge problems was the ‘elephants in the room’ comprising of a crisis of world environmental degradation,  large-scale poverty, and of course, war - more of which below. As a consequence, the talk of ’new’ ways forward by Conservatives, Liberal Democrats and others, and ‘come home’ to Labour, from people who have only recently been exposed in expense abuses, has failed to convince most of the electorate that anything is likely to change. Their proposed ‘new deals’ are seen by many - if not most - as the ‘old deals’ dressed up with unconvincingly spun ‘national interest’ tinsel. The election result in May 2010 is thus a Parliament which has actually been ‘hung’, as it deserves to be, by being hoisted by its own corrupt petard. 

There also continues to be demonstrated - in quite vivid ways - the utter incompetence of all bourgeois governing elites to manage the system they so proudly defend. All of them claim to ‘serve the country’ but everyone knows, with very few exceptions, they enter politics to serve themselves. Hence, they do not even rhetorically ‘rise to the occasion’ but quietly leave intact those things which benefit them - notably the present financial and economic structure. It is demonstrably true that they have a financial incentive to support the existing economic and political system - they do very well out of it. Some fantastically so! Just consider the progress of the now millionaire war criminal, Tony Blair. Lucrative side-lines for those ‘in power’ ooze out of every  pore in the corrupt system of industrial, commercial and financial capital. However, characteristically they do not even bother to manage their own political system very well. So self-servingly interested were they in their own expense claims that they appear to not have the time to ensure their own policies were carried through reasonably efficiently. Indeed, recently they were so interested in their own re-election that the political class did not ensure that all their own citizens were able to exercise the dubious right of electing who will rip them off for the next five years.  In 2010, Britain, the so-called home of democracy, many people were turned away from polling booths, because insufficient ballot papers or staff were available. How simple should that task have been, for what was publicly projected as an unprecedented election? So now the utter contempt the pro-capitalist elite hold for the ordinary citizen, extends beyond bad-mouthing them in cars, through ignoring public opposition to bankers earnings, political graft, invasions such as Iraq and Afghanistan, unfair taxes, etc.  It now extends to the paltry supplies allotted to them for a pencil and paper ballot.
   
The reason the spectacle of politics today is reduced to the private antics of politicians and the faux par’s of certain personalities, should be crystal clear, to those not blinded or distracted by the media spectacle.  It is that the official so-called intelligentsia and political classes are in almost complete denial about the nearly total degeneration of the present economic and social system.  Their own inability to ensure the future of a reasonable condition for humanity is something about which they are also in complete denial. The global financial structure is in a monumental state of absolute fragility and ineptitude and is busily preparing yet another debilitating financial collapse - but of this not a word in any of the political debates! There are two major imperialist type interventions (along with many smaller ones) by the Anglo-Saxon firm of British and North American capital in Afghanistan and Iraq. These, together with the blatant war-crimes against the Palestinian people by the US/UK client state Israel, are causing fundamental repercussive insecurities in practically all countries of the world. Of the cause of these problems - not a mention! The ecological destruction of the planets essential environment and the pollution of its essential elements is fast approaching terminal exhaustion as the limits of technology (the recent BP oil spill being the latest case) are exceeded in the voracious appetite for profits. Yet none of these  problems surfaced during the media hyped circus of the pre-election campaign. The chattering classes, focused their and our attention on secondary symptoms, rather than primary causes. They were reduced to marginal comments upon the size of any anticipated government ‘cuts’, on minor insults uttered during unguarded in-car comments or on the educational and family background of one or other of the career politicians. It is clear that we will continue to have a set of market-led politicians who will continue to ‘fiddle’ (Nero-like) while the substantive interests of the global majority are gradually being burned to ashes. Far from ‘breaking the mould’ this election is more likely to produce more ‘mould’ of the same odorous kind as previously.

And there are in fact serious dangers to the majority with this continued decaying political ineptitude. The crisis faced by the present system, if not interpreted clearly, throws up confusion and anger among ordinary people that frequently surfaces in counter-productive and self-defeating ways. The unquestioning acceptance that we cannot do without an outrageously paid elite in industry, banking and government leads to blaming the victims instead of the perpetrators. This, of course, is nothing new!  On the falseness of this surrogate blaming process - see below. In the meantime, the only significant recent alternative to this politicised self-induced international myopia has been vocalised in the South American continent. The recent proposal by Hugo Chavez and others, to consider the formation of a non-sectarian, anti-capitalist 5th International, however improbable this may seem to many people, is at least a step in the right direction, for it wishes to focus upon and deal with the underlying problems. The suggestion to form a new anti-capitalist International, raises to the fore an obvious point of disquiet with regard to the future. This concern questions the suitability and sustainability of the present system of control of production and consumption to ensure a humane economic and social life for the bulk of humanity.  In this context, what is also glaringly missing from recent debates here in Europe and the West, is any sense that ‘evolution’, occurs not only in biology and technology but also in social life. Human societies have demonstrably evolved and even radically changed over many centuries. Historically, when the system of production has caused more problems than it solved, moves were made by those effected to seriously change the system in order to remedy the deficiency and resolve the problems produced by it. For those of us not hiding fearfully under the blankets or blinded by opportunist advantage, the above noted problems of our present economic and social system emphatically suggest it is in dire need of radical changes. 

Let us be clear on this question. The present system of society, based upon the domination of private and corporate capital in Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Finance, is only the most recent development in the history of humanity.  It emerged out of the Mercantile system which had matured under the previous system of Feudalism. By extracting and accumulating wealth out of the productive capacity of individual workers both local and international the merchants of the Middle-ages built up large quantities of goods and money. By taking advantage of economic, commercial and technological changes it competitively squeezed out the small-scale production of individuals, who owned their own means of production, and introduced the large-scale, social production of manufacture and industry.  One by one, small producers were forced out of their livelihoods to became employees of those who had accumulated the means to invest in the new  means of production. The contradictory success of this process of replacing individual production by socialised production has over time produced the present globalisation of agriculture, manufacture, commerce and finance. On the one hand, socialised production has introduced the technical and scientific marvels of the modern age and made all human beings on the planet an integral part of a global economic and cultural system.  On the other hand, it has created the polarisations of obscene wealth for some favoured few and a degrading poverty for millions of people throughout the world. Using the advances in science and technology, this economic and political system has also perfected the phenomena of targeted warfare against people who do not tow the line and attacks against the undefended ecological system of the planet. Also, for over a hundred years the domination of capital has increasingly been involved in repeated financial crisis. The reason for these overwhelmingly negative developments is obvious once the complexity of the system is understood and the illusions which arise from it are dispelled.  

Although, the means of production are a social phenomena in which millions of working people take part in the production and distribution of raw materials, finished products and services, the control of these ‘means’ are in the hands of a relatively small group of people who use them, not for the general good, but as sources of profit for themselves and their families. Thus, if profits can be made, production (or investment) is set in motion, irrespective of its effect upon human or ecological welfare. This also leads, over time, to the phenomena of relative overproduction. That is to say when the amount of products and services which are globally produced cannot find sufficient purchasers at a level which sustains a desired rate or mass of profits. In this way a crisis of debt payment breaks out in the complex chain of production and consumption. The payment system collapses like a line of carefully spaced dominoes. Even prior to the outbreak of severe crisis, as profits begin to fall, those who control the means of production (the capitalists or their representatives in all their various guises) resort to the tactic of reducing wages, by two means. First by importing cheap labour; and second, by removing production to places where cheap labour already exists. Thus working people in places of prior industry and commerce are faced with the double phenomena of industrial and commercial closures (while they are moved abroad) and the consequent loss of jobs caused, together with the further loss of jobs due to the deliberate employment of imported (immigrant) low-paid workers. This situation  can become a serious and divisive problem for ordinary people if not properly understood and exposed. 

For on the surface, and without serious consideration, it appears to some as if it is the imported labour which is causing the problem rather than the needs of greedy capitalists. The imported workers, themselves the victims of other unfair economic circumstances, (why else would they want jobs in a foreign country) are often blamed, instead of the capitalists and the pro-capitalist governments who encourage this export of jobs and import of low-waged workers. This in turn gives rise among some short-sighted or inhumane persons to the cynical phenomena of prodding an originating economic concern into a convenient superficial prejudiced one, such as colour, religion, nationality or ethnicity. On the few occasions, where blame for the precarious position of working people, is attached to the government, the solution most frequently proposed is the banning and reduction of the symptom (immigrant labour), rather than the tackling the cause - the unbridled greed of capital! In this way, the above noted existence and role of a few thousand people in all countries, who have accumulated unprecedented amounts of wealth by this process of ‘industrial and commercial restructuring’ over the last 20 years in addition to their previous ill-gotten gains, has been conveniently sidelined. As already noted, the banking sector capitalist financiers who so recently caused international havoc and collapse by their frenzied greed for (overproduced) profits from invented speculative sources, were granted immunity from serious examination by the subservient politicians. Just a mild ticking off and semi-serious scolding and they are allowed back into the Trojan Horse of International banking to prey on further victims.  Still speaking metaphorically, they have now been allowed to park themselves outside the walls of Greece waiting for access in order to further ravage that country. Later, if not stopped,  they will move on to do the same to other countries.  The results of their avaricious activity will result in further squeezes on jobs and welfare for ordinary people leading to further anger and the search for surrogate victims to blame.  

The fact that we humans (including the racists) are all inter-bred to a greater or lesser extent, due to repeated migrations or previous conquests will be completely ignored. The reality that our entire lives are also entirely reliant upon foreign workers, for our vegetables, fruit, coffee, tea, fuel, metals, holidays, etc., etc., will be conveniently sidelined. In this way attempts to misdirected our anger into blaming the victims of global politics and capital - who make their way here and there - will be made, by such entities as main-stream political parties as well as UKIP, BNP in Britain etc. This is something we need to continually and vigorously refute.  I suggest we need to do more than simply offer the abstract platitude of ‘hope‘. We need to remind ourselves and others that who we are biologically, and what we now consume productively, are entirely built upon, and dependant upon, the past, present and future integration of different working peoples, throughout the world.  We should repeatedly stress that but for the present capital orientated system there would be no economic, cultural or biological reasons for antipathy to any group of people belonging to any part of the human species. Racism and extreme nationalism, are directly engineered products of the divided and divisive system of capital, particularly highly developed in its colonial and imperial phases. Outside of this and religious fundamentalism (another major source of institutionalised intolerance), any such people ‘prejudice’ is directly or indirectly, a willing or unwitting acceptance by those so inclined, of the continued existence of the present crisis riddled system.  

Without the motive of profit seeking and the control of production by a class of capitalists or politicians, there would be reductions in working hours, better wealth distribution and jobs for everyone in all countries of the world. The capital induced competition for jobs, housing, education and health could be eliminated by socialised (and not politicised) control of the already socialised means of production. The present form of socialised production needs to taken out of the control of narrow individualist or political hands and become accountable to widespread social and communal controls, Despite the seriously misguided, project of Soviet and Chinese Communism, there still remains an urgent need to go beyond the anarchic greed of the present capitalist system and achieve a humane, post-capitalist alternative. For there is much to be done, not only to repair the harm done by capital over the period of its global rule, but also to even out the present unbalanced distribution of wealth and to cease the wholesale destruction of the planets ecosystems upon which all life depends. The project proposed by Chavez and others is the only thing really ‘new’ to politically emerge in response to this latest ‘worst crisis’ and it is indeed a refreshing change. For this reason I suggest it should be seriously considered as well as supported. Meanwhile the self-serving politicians of our ‘hung’ parliament will continue to become comfortably well-off as they negotiate, this or that perk, protect this or that privilege, accept this or that ministerial post, respectfully doff their caps to the international financial  usurers and also ‘hope’ that they can convince working people to continue to believe - that we just couldn’t manage without them.


R. Ratcliffe (May 2010.) 

