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e-bulletin July 2010

	 


Breakfast with the Minister

Tim Loughton held a breakfast meeting on 22nd July to discuss the “changing face of youth services and they might evolve within the context of the Big Society”. I attended on behalf of CHYPS alongside 20 others from across the Youth Sector and what follows is my account of the meeting.

Tim Loughton recognised that to date the new Government had appeared to be light on Youth Policy. Although, its emphasis to date has been on schools and safeguarding, he stressed that youth policy remains a priority as does the work in support of children and families. He pointed to the National Citizen Service and School Olympics as tangible initiatives from across Government to promote positive images of young people.

Looked forward to the Comprehensive Spending Review, he acknowledged that this was going to be “pretty bloody” and that inevitably some projects will go. He is looking for concrete examples of the impact youth services - not numbers but where the intervention has had “life changing experiences” for the young people involved. He believes there will be a focus on those young people who are most at risk, and in doing so preventing them becoming more vulnerable and needing more acute specialist services.

The Big Society Bank will have a prime focus on young people but that there needs to be evidence of maximising the return on the moneys invested.  He also highlighted that he believes that vetting and barring etc. has driven a “wedge has been driven between those wanting to volunteer and young people” and is looking at ways to redress the balance.

He ended by focussing on Local Authority  Youth Services, saying that some were good and others not (and accepted that this was also the case with voluntary sector services). He wanted Local Authorities to be imaginative and open to new ideas and ways of working. He gave an example where he saw the creation of a local federation of youth organisations (statutory and voluntary sectors) in an area to which the whole responsibility for youth services could be transferred. There wouldn’t be legislation on this, but would see it being an organic process. 

He does see that it is his and the Department’s role to flag up differences in delivery – why are things happening in one area and not another. He, however, wasn’t going to “force” things on the sector other than he did want to force “smart thinking”

In response to the questions that followed he highlighted the value of youth participation and the need to respond to the issues facing young people created by the recession. He also revealed that John Hayes has been appointed as joint minister at the Department for Education (DfE) and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS), he will working on apprenticeships for 16- to 18-year-olds and careers advice. 

He also talked a little about the role of extended schools. The Department’s focus is on improving standards of learning in school and he talked about “de-cluttering the curriculum” so for example the healthy living agenda may be something that young people engage in beyond the school day.

The session finished with him wanting to continue to engage with the sector and him expressing a desire to be invited to see projects and examples of good work. 

National Citizen Service

The National Citizen Service was launched on July 22nd; this will be piloted, initially focusing on 10,000 young people in the first year with a view to it being rolled out nationally. Those young people who sign up to the scheme will have access to activities that include structured training and work on a community social action plan. They will also spend at least 10 days and nights away from home on a residential activity. Nick Hurd and the Office for the Civil Society are now leading on this.

 

The Big Society

The Prime Minister visited Liverpool on Monday 19th July to kick start the Big Society. He announced a new Big Society Bank, and four vanguard communities which will get Government help to be frontrunners in building the Big Society. 

The four areas selected are Liverpool, Windsor and Maidenhead, Sutton, and Eden Valley in Cumbria, who will receive support from the Department for Communities and Local Government to take more responsibility for decisions which affect their local areas.

2010 Sector Skills Assessment

Lifelong Learning UK (LLUK) is carrying out its annual Sector Skills Assessment (SSA) to understand current and future national skills needs and the drivers of skills demand in the lifelong learning sector. 

We would like you to help us with this important study by answering a few questions about skills issues that you might be facing as an employer in the sector. By participating in the study you are helping to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the data. 

The research findings will help you to plan and develop strategies to prepare for the challenges ahead by identifying training and development activities required to ensure best results for your organisation. 

All the information you provide will be treated as confidential in accordance with the Data Protection Act and you will not be identified in any research reports. 

As a thank you for your help with this important study you will be entered into a draw for one of four £50 Amazon vouchers. 

The closing date for the submission of the 2010 Sector Skills Assessment is 31st August 2010. The findings will be shared with Lifelong Learning UK employers and published before the end of the year. 

Please click here to start the survey. 

If you have any queries regarding the survey please contact the LLUK Research Team on ssa@lluk.org. 

My Place

On July 12th in response to questions asking when decisions on Myplace projects will be approved, Tim Loughton replied that The Department for Education has not yet made a decision on Myplace funding. The Big Lottery Fund has therefore deferred their confirmation of in-principle My Place grants until a decision is made. The Government are committed to a full comprehensive spending review in the autumn and Ministers will shortly be considering their spending priorities

Ofsted report: "Supporting Young People"

Ofsted have published their report Supporting Young People This survey examines the progress made in 11 local authority areas in developing new arrangements to integrate the work of various youth support agencies.

Young Londoners – Successful Futures

Participation and volunteering opportunities for young people, and youth crime prevention, have been highlighted as priorities for the mayor of London. The Mayor made these comments when launching the report – Renewed Agenda for Children and Young People
Young Voices Stronger Together

New research Young Voices Stronger Together published 20th July 2010 by the British Youth Council reveals that up to 19,800 young volunteers from diverse backgrounds are actively involved in local government, informing, influencing and participating in local decisions and improving services

Potential Partnership with RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia

I am meeting shortly with Jennifer Brooker, the Youth Work Coordinator (TAFE) at RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia.

She is responsible for finding study/work partnerships for their youth work students in other parts of the world.  She is looking for partners in England who might be able to help with a proposed study tour for July next year (2011).

Her plan is to travel to the UK and provide around 12 students with a 3 - 4 week study tour which would incorporate:

· a one week summer school at a UK partner site

· two weeks working with a youth work organisation

· one week touring around UK to visit a number of youth work organisations and learning about youth work in the UK.

If you would be interested in being a part of this can you let David know

Welcome back “Youth Work Week”

Youth Work Week will take place between 1st  and 7th November to promote the value of youth work and raise its profile with politicians and the public. It will take the theme of 'celebrating great youth work.'
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NYA chief executive Fiona Blacke said: "We need to be far more vocal in showcasing the amazing achievements of youth work in transforming young lives, particularly for the most vulnerable young people. We need people to understand that youth work interventions made now often save the public purse in the future. Youth Work Week can help achieve this.

"What happens during the week will be up to the young people and youth organisations who choose to take part, but we hope everyone will take advantage of it to promote and celebrate their own activities and successes."

The agency will be producing a range of free resources to support the week later in the summer. These will be available on the NYA website at www.nya.org.uk shortly.

A message from Nigel Mansell OBE

 

Dear Friend

 

Young people in the UK are having a tough time in the recession with over one million not in employment, education or training. I expect you know someone in this position yourself.

 

Together with my own sons and a number of supporters I am cycling 1,200 miles around the UK between 22nd July and 3rd August to promote 'Positive about Youth', a campaign that enables everyone in the UK to show young people that we care about them and that we will work with them to address this issue.

 

Will you please help us by reading the attached message, forwarding it to everyone in your address book and registering your own support by texting 'Youth' to 84025*.

 

And please do look out for me on my route and join me at one of the many events that we have planned!  See www.nigelmansellcyclechallenge.co.uk for full information.

 

Thank you very much for your support.

 

Nigel Mansell OBE

President UK Youth

2010 Convention – “Early Bird Bookings” Last Chance to save you up to £100  

 

The CHYPS Annual Convention 2010 is being held at the Ardencote Manor on 11th & 12th October 2010.  Details of this year’s CHYPS Convention can now be found on the website Convention 2010 Registration and workshop selection can be made here and the site includes the facility to pay by credit card

 

There is an “Early Bird” offer for bookings made before 31st July 2010 – this can save up to £100 per delegate. 

What is driving government policy?

The philosophy of the coalition is becoming clearer by the day:

“We share a conviction that the days of big government are over; that centralisation and top-down control have proved a failure…..In short, it is our ambition to distribute power and opportunity to people rather than hoarding authority within government. That way, we can build the free, fair and responsible society we want to see”

Coalition: our Programme for Government

If you want to understand more about its origins, check out Improving Decisions about Health, Wealth and Happiness Sunstein and Thaler, which explores:

· Libertarian paternalism

· Choice architecture

· And, “nudge” approaches to policy implementation 

This book is seen as influential on coalition policy advisers Nudge Book
Also worth looking at is Cutting the Children's Plan by Tom Burkhard and Tom Cleford published by Centre for Policy Studies

