The Youth Service. Manifesto commitment urgently needed.

The once proud, effective and internationally pioneering British Youth Service could be the first public service to disappear. It has already gone from scores of local authority areas and has been more severely cut in all of the remaining areas than any other service. Existing legislation has not prevented this and remains ambiguous and weak.

Unfortunately the manifesto policy papers do not address this issue nor the fact that a genuine appeal to the younger generation will be a decisive vote winner in 2015.

We encourage all political organisations and activists to ensure that there is a simple, entirely affordable, explicit manifesto commitment given and that amendments to early drafts are submitted as a matter of urgency.

A new, highly cost effective, nationally directed, locally delivered funding stream and structure is urgently needed to ensure sufficient youth service provision is made available to all young people throughout the year. 

The financial, technical, social and educational argumentation for this can be found on www.chooseyouth.org.uk and in particular the document Our Vision for a new Youth Service.

In terms of succinct Party Political Manifesto commitments the following we believe would be manageable and greatly encouraging to young voters.

“It should be the responsibility of the Secretary of State for Education to promote, secure and provide, in partnership with local authorities and voluntary bodies, a sufficient Youth Service whose primary purpose shall be the personal and social development of young people.”

